Juarez Summer Encounter Code of Conduct and Covenant Statement
Welcome to Juarez Summer Encounter! We are very excited that you have chosen to participate in Encounter with us here at Life Challenge International (LCI).  As you begin the summer, please take a few moments to remember why you are here. It is our hope and prayer that you are here because you desire to know God and to fulfill His purpose in your life. Your time in Juarez is to be set aside for your spiritual development and growth, and, for this reason, we ask you to separate yourself from worldly influences and allow God to use the leadership and situations in Juarez to work in your life.
Keeping in mind the above goals and purposes, it is absolutely essential that you conduct yourself in a manner that is above reproach during the entire mission experience. This includes your appearance, your behavior and attitudes, your willingness to submit to the authorities over you, your physical contact with the opposite sex, and your use of communication and entertainment.  Please read through and sign the Code of Conduct and Covenant Statement below. In addition, please make two copies of these that you bring with you to Juarez - one for yourself as a reminder throughout the summer and one to submit to LCI.
Juarez Encounter Code of Conduct
Appearance - At times you will be told how to dress appropriately for an occasion or situation. Please be cooperative. 
Behavior - It’s simple: DON’T COMPLAIN, DON’T CRITICIZE, and DON’T CONDEMN. All participants are expected to conduct themselves in a Christian manner that will allow a positive experience for everyone.  Your attitude, speech, and behavior should reflect who you are in Christ, be glorifying to God, and uplifting to those around you.  Cutting remarks even said in jest can be taken very seriously by the people of Mexico (and your teammates) and will make a very negative impact.  Be careful about what you say and do. As an old saying goes, “When in doubt don’t say or do.” 
Physical Contact - Participants will be asked to refrain from certain (with ulterior motives) forms of physical contact during this time of separation, such as holding hands, hugging, kissing, etc. with anyone, including fellow student, visiting foreigner or native of the country.  The purpose of this is in recognition of our primary purpose and the fact that we are a team first and foremost.  This type of contact is always distracting and too often divisive and hurtful to team unity and can easily be misunderstood by those who observe such conduct.  When meeting people, such as when attending the local church service, you may be greeted with hugs.  This is a completely different situation and perfectly okay.
Team Relationships – Team members are first of all to remember that they are part of a team.   One of the most damaging things to team unity and harmony are cliques. The book of Romans chapter 12 offers us very good advice for working and living together as a team. Romans 12:3 “Do not think of yourselves more highly than you ought.” All team members are equal in God’s eyes. Verse 10- “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.”  Verse 16 – “Live in harmony with another.  Do not be proud, but willing to associate with people of low position.”  
Dating is not allowed during this Encounter program. This does not mean that life long friendships or relationships cannot develop while we are there; in fact, this often happens. This means that while you are in this training you are not allowed to pay extra attention to one certain person of the opposite sex.  While we are serving in Mexico, you are asked to keep your focus on knowing God and always keep in mind that you are part of a team.  Please treat your team members as God would want you to be treated.  In this way the message that we bring of God and His love for all people will be seen by others and believed. 

Customs & Cultures - While in Mexico you will experience customs and cultures that are different from yours. As you participate in orientation activities and discussions, you will receive information about the different customs and traditions you will encounter in Mexico. We are asking you to be respectful of these customs and cultures and even to embrace them as your own. Whenever you are asked about your own North American customs and traditions, always answer in a way that informs but does not elevate your own customs as better than the culture you're experiencing in Mexico. 

Smoking/Alcohol/Drugs - There is NO SMOKING OR DRINKING OR USE OF ILLEGAL DRUGS allowed while participating on the mission experience. This will be cause for dismissal from the team and the project. The participant will be sent home at his/her own expense. 

Communication with family / friends – Consistent with the focus of the summer, there will be designated times to call, text, or email family and friends.  It is important for your relationship with other students, host families, your studies, and ministry opportunities that you respect these allotted times.
· Cell phones – You may bring them with you, but we ask that during classes, discussions, studies, events, they remain off.  During some events, you may be permitted to leave them on to communicate with others participating in Encounter or with LCI staff.  If your provider has service in Juarez, there will be times in the schedule when it will be appropriate to call home.  If you need to make other calls (related to college in the fall, for example), let the staff know 2-3 days in advance and we will try to find a time that doesn’t significantly interrupt the other scheduled activities.  Use of cell phones for texting or e-mail or internet falls under the guidelines of personal computer use.
· Personal computers – There are some computer labs around where you may be able to connect directly or by wireless to send and receive e-mail and update a website or blog.  The cost for this is usually about $1-2 per hour.  There will be designated times for such use.  Any equipment you bring is brought and used at your own risk.  Connect them to electric outlets or to the internet at your own risk recognizing that there could be damage due to power surges, brown outs, network problems, viruses or other malware, etc.  They are not to be used to connect to or interact with any other computers or networks except when permission is explicitly granted for such use.
Entertainment - This is a time set apart for developing your relationship with God and learning what He has for you. Because of this, we will be very selective in what we allow to influence our minds during this time. In addition, please do not bring to Mexico or purchase while you are here any music with non-Christian lyrics or non-Christian magazines, books, etc. Do not bring any type of video game device or movies.
· Personal computers - no porn, playing video games, secular music, etc.  Your notebook computer is a tool for taking notes, journaling, and occasionally communicating with family / friends... 

Juarez Encounter Covenant Statement
This summer I have chosen to participate in the Juarez Summer Encounter.  I have chosen to do so because it is my desire to know God and to fulfill His purpose in my life. I recognize that this place and time are set apart for my spiritual development and growth, and, for this reason, I am committed to separating myself from worldly influences and allowing God to use the leadership and situations in Juarez to work in my life.
I realize that the following elements are crucial to the effectiveness, quality, and safety of this mission experience. As a participant in this mission experience, I agree to the following statements: 
My first commitment is to honor God in my life, by being Christ-like.  I will study the Word to know God and grow in the grace and knowledge of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  It is my desire to hear His voice, know His will and be equipped to fulfill His purpose in my life. For this reason God chose me, and I am here.
I will seek and follow the Lord for guidance throughout the journey. 
I will remember that I am part of a team, which God has put together here in Juarez, and I will keep my focus on the task which we have to do. 
I will remind myself that God chose me to be part of this team and have a responsibility to contribute to its success, to have a positive attitude and to take part in its activities. 
I will recognize the authority of the adult leaders and will not criticize decisions and actions in front of other participants or those we are serving.  Any concerns I have about the team or the leadership I will discuss privately with the leader. 
I will not complain or gossip about my teammates, my team leader, the conditions, or the unanticipated changes that are bound to occur. 
I will speak privately with any team member with whom I have a problem in accordance with Matthew 18 and will invite that person to join me in discussing the problem with the leader if we are unable to resolve our differences.   
I will respect the manners and customs of those we serve and will not criticize their ways no matter how unacceptable they may be to me. 
I will develop and maintain a servant attitude toward all nationals and my teammates. 
I will respect the host’s view of Christianity.  I recognize that Christianity has many faces throughout the world and that the purpose of this trip is to witness and experience faith lived out in a new setting. 

I will respect the work that is going on in the country with the particular people that we are working with/for.  I realize that I'm here for just a short while, but LCI and the local churches are here for the long term.  I will respect their knowledge, insights, and instructions. 

I will not smoke any substance, drink any alcoholic beverages, or use any type of illegal drugs at any time during the journey or while in Juarez, Mexico. 
I will not pair off or be alone with anyone of the opposite sex during the mission experience. 
I will be obedient to the directions of the leaders and the rules established by Life Challenge International.
Signed:______________________________ 

Date:______________________________ 

  

